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Please give the detailed contents, takeaways and summary of:
"Teaching What You Don't Know" by Therese Huston

"Teaching What You Don't Know" by Therese Huston is a practical
guide for educators who find themselves teaching subjects outside
their area of expertise. The book addresses the challenges and
provides strategies for effective teaching in such situations. Here's
a detailed overview of the contents, fakeaways, and a summary:

Contents:
1. Introduction: Teaching What You Don't Know

« Introduces the challenge of teaching outside one's
expertise and sets the stage for the book's exploration
of strategies and solutions.

2. The Seven Solutions

« Outlines seven practical solutions for teaching unfamiliar
material, including learning the material alongside the
students, inviting guest experts, and being upfront about
the instructor's limited expertise.

3. Solution 1: Teach the Basics

« Focuses on distilling complex subjects into fundamental
concepts. It explores methods for presenting core ideas
that students can grasp even if the instructor is not a
subject matter expert.

4. Solution 2: Learn Alongside the Students

« Advocates for a collaborative learning approach, where
the instructor openly acknowledges their learning process



and engages with students in exploring the material
together.

5. Solution 3: Stay Ahead of the Students

« Discusses strategies for staying one step ahead of the
class, including efficient ways to prepare for lectures and
anticipate student questions.

6. Solution 4: Make the Material Relevant

. Explores methods for making the material personally
relevant to students, creating connections between the
unfamiliar subject matter and their interests or
experiences.

7. Solution 5: Use the Right Tools

. Discusses the effective use of teaching tools, technology,
and resources fo support the learning process, even in
areas where the instructor may not have in-depth
knowledge.

8. Solution 6: Share Your Learning Goals

« Advocates for transparency about the instructor's
learning goals, creating a collaborative atmosphere where
students understand the learning process and contribute
to the learning experience.

9. Solution 7: Learn from Your Students

« Encourages instructors to leverage the diverse knowledge
and experiences of students, turning the classroom into a
collaborative space for shared learning.

10. Making I+ Work for You



« Provides practical tips for implementing the solutions,
adapting them to different teaching contexts, and finding
a personalized approach to teaching unfamiliar material.

Takeaways:
1. Transparency and Openness:

. Being transparent about one's learning process and openly
communicating with students about the challenges can
foster a positive and collaborative learning environment.

2. Adaptation and Flexibility:

« The book encourages instructors to adapt their fteaching
strategies, stay flexible, and be open to learning
alongside their students.

3. Student Engagement:

« Engaging students in the learning process and making the
material relevant to their interests can enhance their
understanding and motivation.

4. Effective Use of Tools:

« Leveraging teaching tools and technology effectively can
compensate for gaps in subject matter expertise and
enhance the overall learning experience.

Summary:

"Teaching What You Don't Know" addresses the common challenge
of educators teaching subjects outside their area of expertise.
Huston provides practical solutions, emphasizing transparency,
collaboration, and effective use of resources. The book recognizes
the importance of engagement and relevance in the learning process,
encouraging instructors to adapt and learn alongside their students.
By offering a range of strategies, from distilling core concepts to
leveraging technology, the book equips teachers with practical tools



to navigate the complexities of teaching unfamiliar material. The
emphasis on collaboration and mutual learning fosters a positive and
dynamic classroom environment, turning the challenge into an
opportunity for growth and shared discovery.



